
 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

THE STORY OF THE RANK'N FILE - "MAKE SMOKE" 

 Back in 2010, we received some very old, very falling-apart 
copies of three USS Rankin newsletters from 1945. We copied them 
and sent them as Christmas presents to the men who had been aboard 
at the time. These guys really liked them, and somebody suggested 
that we make copies for the rest of the Rankin crew. 
 So we started sending one issue out with each of our modern-
day newsletters. This is the third and last of them. Some of the 
material is hard to read due to its faded nature, but we assure you 
that it's worth the effort. You can share the excitement and humor 
of a crew of young kids from almost seventy years ago.  
 When this issue was published in July, 1945, the ship had just 
returned from the Battle of Okinawa, the largest amphibious assault 
in the Pacific War. The 82-day-long battle lasted from early April 
to mid-June 1945. The Allies planned to use the large island of 
Okinawa as a base for air operations on the invasion of the 
Japanese mainland, only 340 miles away.  
 The battle was known for the ferocity of the fighting, the 
intensity of the Japanese kamikaze attacks, and the huge numbers of 
Allied ships and armored vehicles that assaulted the island. The 
battle resulted in the highest number of casualties in the Pacific 
Theater -- the Japanese lost over 100,000 soldiers, who were either 
killed, captured, or committed suicide. At the same time, tens of 
thousands of local civilians were killed, wounded, or took their 
own lives. The Allies suffered more than 65,000 casualties of all 
kinds.  
 The Rankin arrived at the battle just as it was winding down, 
carrying 5,000 tons of Army ammunition. While at Okinawa, her LCVPs 
spent many hours "making smoke" -- laying smokescreens so that Jap 
planes couldn't locate their targets. The U.S. ships endured many 
kamikaze attacks, but fortunately those on KA-103 were never very 
successful. Shipmates who were there remember pieces of airplane 
falling from the sky and splashing close to the ship. 
 The Rankin offloaded her cargo and departed Okinawa on June 28 
for Saipan, where she offloaded her boat group and headed for San 
Francisco. This issue of The Rank'n File, Vol I, No. 3, was 
published in preparation for her arrival in California.  
 The war ended less than three weeks after it was published, 
when we dropped atomic bombs on Hiroshima on August 6 and Nagasaki 
on August 8. At that time, Rankin was in Seattle, undergoing 
repairs and getting ready to re-join the fray. Instead, she headed 
for the Philippines to help wind down the war effort. She was de-
commissioned on May 21, 1947, then recommissioned five years later, 
spending her remaining life as an East Coast ship. She was finally 
decommissioned on May 11, 1971, at Little Creek, Virginia, and sunk 
off Stuart, Florida in 1988. 

Skip Sander 
December, 2012 


