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AND SO, AS THE SUN SETS-SLONLY IN THE WEST-VWE SAY
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F e T _ BUTTON UP YOUR LIP!
i o i O | IDLE TALX COSRS LIVISSI! e il

ey s W > “ship’ s _Jﬁﬁﬁﬁiiﬁﬂ% ﬂﬁ#fa‘all b& gbtng ashora for ‘some
e *much needed erst and recreation.“ Have fun, relax, but for your own protection,
- obseryo thls precaution. WATCH YOUR "th‘ s

_ , Gonsorshlp regulaxions permlt you t6 write or- talk dbdut where the ship has~\
' ..beon. Such information can no longer be of any value to the enemy, Howover,
it ‘is ABSOLUTELY PROHIBITED to speak of other things you have seen er heard, T»
- - reveal the names and whereabouts of other ships; the composition and movemeat of
~ task forces} the nature and amount of varicis installations on the beach; the

location and size of- airetrips and fields, ctc.; to reveal such information is a'.
l&jor Cﬂiminal offense!

: San Francisco is crowded with F.B.I. men, plain-clothes detcctives and
Taponese agents. They hang out mostly at bare, night clubs, restauvrants, hotel
< lobbie# and public gathering places., All of thom ae listening for informetion.
'Do?:t!give it td them! Remember, be darn careful what you say., IDLE TALX COSIS
wvast g S i
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It‘s been almost 5 months since Ye O'H:l comnissioning ceremony took
place at Chorleston., Most of the original crew are still aboard = most
of you can look back and reflect-on 5 full months gone by.

After we went'in commission there were about 1g furious days of
- taling on stores, ammmnition, fuelin, etc. Everyone- got in a few

f-\s{', £00d: 11bertles - pa.rtoo‘-c of thab old. ’Sou"hern hosm.talit. . - T_h.e,n-‘

of fiendish work - Snﬁfw»Fu.bar- ami ""'-"ho in tie hell ever thovg*lt this
one 'U:p”l* o one believed wetd ever get back into the Navy Yard dn 1.
whole piece but somehow we did ~ miracles never cease.l Another 5 or.
6 days of crowdéd leave, liberty snd love-malking and off - = "ie ave i
‘now underway” - - = to Panama = -~ = Yot all of us got pshore there bub L
the .boys, vho made the oxe n1gh'o stand sey they really left sump'n for
the. I‘&tmes to romember us, b‘,r. . Good work men = we_think we know whe'b:
ycn.. ‘mean. -

Sen Francisco wes m:.r]ast loolkz at the good old U.S.A. for 2 vhile and
didnlt we z¢t to townd The boys took over the bars, barmaids, hotels,
night clubs, etc. and worked them to a fare = thee~ wells Some of them
worked a little overtme and almost missed the ship-of all things

Tut "‘ut! Finally got-away and neaded for the "forworded areas” -md.

besutiful Hilo 'on Hav ail,. We dumped enuf wire there to build Lo fences *
‘around-Texas “,d' in 21l too short a time were unloaded and at sea 'a.balnk
going thrv - ae those nightmarish Maneuvers off Msui, From Msui on to

Peerl a:m,-h,' ‘oW weeks of relamrtion = = « What a thrill in FHonolulu when

~we loarncd sbout. that lozd of ammunition} Watching some of the

swved.o;os handle the siuff really gave us the Willies.
" From: San Francisco to Poerl was Jjust a hop, skip and Jjump compared
. to the noxt leg of our Journey, Ivlamr of us serims‘ly doubted thet, wa’d.

Wr«“ﬂxﬁ-%wwm eel--of~coral-i 8 CAFQIANE S 5RO 0.'.' ;&:‘.IW

away, 3ubt hets.off to the I'ﬂvigator - I-fa ooif us there witnout , detour = -
then on to Lovely.old Okinawa Shima~land’ of the Xamikaze = flash red. -

nakie smolce = chowdown for the Stevedores = 19% unloaded = and duck duck, _
who's' got a duck. After 17 days of thet all of us were battle herdened

. vetoranse

Vhen the Ga_ptaln gave us the lowdcin at Saipan we really hit the
ov erhm,d. Three months at sea end we all feel like old salts. Conming -

g ‘back to*Frisco gives us a chance to look back and sce how far we've come
‘ gince last we saw tho Goldon Gate, In 3 months the ship has boon

trtins'fo_rmed' from a fumblin~- assortment of officers and men, 1into &
wellerounded, smoothly functicning unit. Welve all learned a gre=b dcﬂ,l
o1 this Haiden Voyege = ve'vo got a grost deal more confidenco now th
_ever beforo. S
Wolvo worked hard and welve beon fortunate too. All in all ib'ﬂ bocr'

. 8 'succoseful cruise in overy way and for your share in.making it so - we
-extend to all hends a hearty - = Well done!l : 4



2,
I:.O..:'E.r L3 a

]

| nice cold

| coen cole

! inn Bl2c
s Q,I. is)

K Itli

. I'm zoing on an w
;am“hibiods oper=.;o.

R RATS

S goig to hit th

beach-with the- s
JAVI~-Qllc Du Eoue |
e
o, i

Ih OA‘“L', kile] utu:l"
“bo r'd 16 censocr
mail-—Proceie

al:e some star
S J. D&'——bﬂ.c_l“p —"‘n...,/_\-»——“/
_,,..- _‘''"“----....---"""""Jr #
Gy

iitertyl!
\O“ Geell

CJ,-.I.GP DO‘. 1

e s

Aot .ule uavs

Anybody want to i
buy a nice fresii )
hotel room?-ihite (
Harner- jortaingto: 1

T —_

-u7/05 e . /// ﬂ/ﬁi—f_-"
& "3*"3/ [:577%9;"./&.’}

.. \
. ; .
= £
Z .
z |
- 4 =
Z | Z |
Z 3 Z
Z | i Z
A v 2 .
-1 v -, 3
i Z .
f Z .
LA
V4
’
Ae ey i) '



"OUR OWiN GOSSIP cOLumN ®
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song beforel" - ~ -

After Crzinawa some of us locked and
felt like smoked ham - the stevedores did

1 fine job = sone days the hatch tenders” meoan ard Groan'.  STICKS &iD STOMES It

sven worked standing up - It didn't

-ake tie duck drivers long to find out .
hrich holds we were working - after that
ur. boys turned to - Tie Bos'n called the
cevedores and everyone else Mwallards"
ut seerned to enjoy the whole operation
anyiny. Sorry to drag you away after
oniy 17 days Boats! - - = The smoke
oats did a fine job of laying a smocke
screcn over Yontan. Fardon us fellows,
Jut vho did you say that you wsre woike
ing for? - - - We understand soms of th
Chiefs are teaching some c¢f th:e other
shiefs the fine art of poker playing.
Jecause of the expert instruction - .
lessors are pretty oxpensive, = = =
<uinn Eud/c states “.hile on leave my
address will be the U.8.0., San
Fprancisco." "Seems to me I've reard tnat
. Was everybody sure:-
rrised when we v T ‘ried the “Rankin
Racketcers" at o..: Community Si-r?

These "Hot" nurbers were 4.0 judging
from all. the cciments. The Lijys were

oh

LT

really so good tho that they heve had
aumercuz offers since openingz night -

some weren't exactly legitimate - but
wter all = = = liessrs Cotsirilos and
Zulkofsice did the officers proud, just
v courle of personality kids - Rivers and
howss 2nd those hillbilies were in thers
itchin too = = plenty of suprort from
he mountaineers on board! - - -Picture
‘eal affecticn'- boys in the boat shop
call lr. Roll - "Daddy"., - - -~ Inspir-
ion for the song "Has Anybody Scen
iec wigh The Big Black whip" - is
gzie" Dawson, popular "L" Divisics

wein. = = = kutual.-admiration socicty.
- 3 i

] o £ PR 4]
Parker Gil/c calls Markow Liokdil/c
"Gripe and Growl", liarkow calls Parker

BREAK WY BONESERU RS il Sl L i e e e
Incidentally the boat sihiop boys now have
.ilex coffee maker - that certain Moldi2/c
can have his coffee while horizontal -
Beware of tell tale ridges cn your bazk!
- — - Sherey Lolli3/c sent a 5000 volt
current thru akonom SF2/c's seat by
accident - Says Alonom - I felt some-
thing itching" - What do you carr: lLack

- there mister? - — - Some of the boys arc

telking about getting dates at . :
Firocchio's - Things are tough evertherc
but even so boys = = - The Frolics was
a big success - some of the sweetess
Hula girls in that 1lst division - =2
vhat about Gashgarian? He was so goci
.2 had some of the older married men
positively embarrased - eh Mr, Fost-r? -
Sceaking of Mr, Foster = he took th. "."
Division skit in good fun - said he "The
Rogulations are really for cveryone's
benefit" ~ The censors did a fine job
tiio - what an espionage system! Is ‘%t
true Mr. Froc -~ what they say? - = - 1
Cartain seemed to enjoy thc Officers
"liake Smoke" scene - hir, Worthington
rchearsed the part for 14 days - - -
The pic-eaters were terrific - Yeoman
Alexander did yeorman work on his pan
25% of it went up his nose but ho gob
it out of the way and that's whati S
~ounted. ' : '

THAT!S ALL FOR NOW - — TAKE IT EASY IK
FRISCO. '
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good v imincories, F:.na.l.a:‘ "no* 7 hear this: the m'e.;e:xce of, o
all na;i. censors is cesired in the we ~droém:
"101.:11, Lne big moment had avrriaed.,
i i el S had come thru:l

le‘-ul.l.lc
ers - — Did you 1:' W "; ¢c‘t lf:L'Bh their nssistc-.;zce
able to troevel ¢000 milss and l'&it =8 20‘""-1'(1 "1181‘1{
e? Dicd you know thet our ;-’L‘d,

Il 4 d.u.l.U Dbd- L».LU.H.H L ULL(J.L.. 1

per minute too! And .ow about the signe
t el de and dov durinT convov runs 53
_r—"-r‘-\-tw P ey ?-s\a.a.:-‘-k_-, LULAVAS S A el e =
! rtment anc one be;ins to realize why "E-J" -DO;’S are oL
termed, "The Brains of the Navy U, . - ™
tledical men have often stated tiat mentel labor is, far more
tiring than physic: 21 labor, AL 4 nd of g 't}fpical day ouxr
., bo;s hu.ve wovlked dozens of \,om)_-lu‘uei r‘c‘.c';a.r p"o'ts '~ flown dif-
/ ' ficuli Sizneds in the wir - interpreted hundreds of new censor—
¥ 1 cEhd e mac ] ‘-"“!r\"sﬂ Al amalran Atrasy At o daae 4 ! _'Dr\‘r') 1|rr:n1
b : I-!l;d..l} ES Vu el Y el lha ‘-’l e A L A B A el -l - A L&-—\w:
. Tuvlrew,. lotin: Ameriecs and manv other countrie: 1 manir of wou
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Sy . college gr Juctes.can spealk Chiness, POTu\l"eoe, lurlclsq, AIND
b s R i i o e z . -
; Ltim?7 st weare tryingTto-Tetacyoss ks iue Hier - it COmE S i
Cta gomethine touen gomathine tShot recnires ]"Y" ng aRc deen thinli-
. tc something tougn, schmething thot requires brains and deep think
> . ing- so:*eb‘-: ng ti:at needs mature, scientific judgement - please
*donlt ;. ltote to call on us, tlelve always there .ud. ready.to 3
-oulige, But ior Goodness Zakes don't bother us with worling
parties. 2 - oS :
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THE STORY OF THE RANK"N FILE - "MAKE SMOKE'

Back 1n 2010, we received some very old, very falling-apart
copies of three USS Rankin newsletters from 1945. We copied them
and sent them as Christmas presents to the men who had been aboard
at the time. These guys really liked them, and somebody suggested
that we make copies for the rest of the Rankin crew.

So we started sending one issue out with each of our modern-
day newsletters. This is the third and last of them. Some of the
material is hard to read due to its faded nature, but we assure you
that 1t"s worth the effort. You can share the excitement and humor
of a crew of young kids from almost seventy years ago.

When this issue was published in July, 1945, the ship had just
returned from the Battle of Okinawa, the largest amphibious assault
in the Pacific War. The 82-day-long battle lasted from early April
to mid-June 1945. The Allies planned to use the large island of
Okinawa as a base for air operations on the invasion of the
Japanese mainland, only 340 miles away.

The battle was known for the ferocity of the fighting, the
intensity of the Japanese kamikaze attacks, and the huge numbers of
Allied ships and armored vehicles that assaulted the island. The
battle resulted In the highest number of casualties in the Pacific
Theater -- the Japanese lost over 100,000 soldiers, who were either
killed, captured, or committed suicide. At the same time, tens of
thousands of local civilians were killed, wounded, or took their
own lives. The Allies suffered more than 65,000 casualties of all
kinds.

The Rankin arrived at the battle just as it was winding down,
carrying 5,000 tons of Army ammunition. While at Okinawa, her LCVPs
spent many hours "making smoke™ -- laying smokescreens so that Jap
planes couldn®t locate their targets. The U.S. ships endured many
kamikaze attacks, but fortunately those on KA-103 were never very
successftul . Shipmates who were there remember pieces of airplane
falling from the sky and splashing close to the ship.

The Rankin offloaded her cargo and departed Okinawa on June 28
for Saipan, where she offloaded her boat group and headed for San
Francisco. This i1ssue of The Rank™n File, Vol I, No. 3, was
published in preparation for her arrival in California.

The war ended less than three weeks after i1t was published,
when we dropped atomic bombs on Hiroshima on August 6 and Nagasaki
on August 8. At that time, Rankin was iIn Seattle, undergoing
repairs and getting ready to re-join the fray. Instead, she headed
for the Philippines to help wind down the war effort. She was de-
commissioned on May 21, 1947, then recommissioned five years later,
spending her remaining life as an East Coast ship. She was finally
decommissioned on May 11, 1971, at Little Creek, Virginia, and sunk
off Stuart, Florida in 1988.

Skip Sander
December, 2012



