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NEW MEMBERS 

We welcome these new 

members, found since last 

September’s newsletter: 

Richard C. Anderson 
Steve M. Bramlett 
Marion D. Cox 
Norman J. Dikdan 
Maurice C. Ezell 
Lowell E. Goltry 
Jerry L. Lane 
Carlos Robles 
Carlton L. Rollins 

We’ve put together a pro-

gram to find more ship-

mates by sending postcards 

to people whose names 

and ages match those of 

people on USS Rankin 

crew lists. It worked well for 

us several years ago, and 

we think it will work for us 

again.  

Our plans to start the pro-

gram have been in place for 

many months, but for vari-

ous reasons we haven’t 

been able to put them into 

action. We hope to start 

mailings after this year’s 

reunion.  

LAST CALL FOR STUART, FLA. 
O 

ur fifth annual reunion will take 
place in Stuart, Florida, from 

Thursday, October 30, through Sun-
day, November 2, 2008. Registration 
packets were sent out in August, and it 
is NOT too late to register, but you 
should act within the next few days. To 
register, just call Military Locator & 
Reunion Service at 828-256-6008.  

Our ship is now a fishing and diving 
reef off the coast of Stuart, and one of 
our reunion activities is a Friday boat 
trip out to the site. If all goes well, 
those of us in the boat will get to see a 
live video feed from divers exploring 
the wreck on our behalf. This reunion 
marks the last chance that most of us 
will have to visit the final resting place 
of the ship we remember so well.  

Friday evening will feature a Florida 
seafood dinner at our hotel. During and 
after dinner there will be plenty of op-
portunity to share sea stories, including 
those of the trip to the ship. 

Saturday’s optional tour will cover 
Hutchinson Island in Stuart and Fort 
Pierce. During WWII, this island 
housed a huge amphibious training base 
where sailors from the Rankin and else-
where learned how to execute an am-

phibious landing. There was boat train-
ing with LCMs & LCVPs, and debarka-
tion training from a mockup of an AKA.  

The Fort Pierce trainees included the 
first members of the Navy’s Underwater 
Demolition Teams—the famous Navy 
frogmen. Their birth and evolution are 
memorialized in the National Navy 
UDT-SEAL Museum, which we’ll visit 
on Saturday morning.  

We’ll also visit the St. Lucie County 
Historical Museum, with its restored 
LCVP and many other displays and arti-
facts from WWII gator training, as well 
as fascinating material about the island’s 
early history. Did you know that Florida 
was once a world center for pineapple 

(Continued on page 2) 

Sinking of USS Rankin off Stuart, July 24, 1988. Position 27°12.1' N, 80°06' W. Depth 140 feet. 

Rankin on the bottom. Diver in 40mm gun tub. 
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will be taken, and we are looking 
for a boatswain’s mate to be in 
charge of the detail. 

Tattoo Party 
Tattoos and other body art, for-

merly limited to sailors, Marines, 
and similar riff-raff, are one of the 
21st century’s most prominent cul-
tural phenomena. 

Skip Sander has found a tattooed 
lady, who’s also a Registered Nurse, 
to advise reunion attendees on get-
ting genuine tattoos in Stuart. For 
those who decide to get that long-
desired tattoo at last, he has ar-
ranged for senior citizen discounts 
at Chicago Ink, one of Stuart’s best 
and most famous tattoo parlors.  

For those who aren’t ready to 
take that permanent step, he’s ac-
quired a large collection of tempo-
rary tattoos that can be applied at 
no charge to Rankin sailors and 
their guests.  

Get one of these beauties while 
they’re available—it will be great to 
talk about when you get home, and 
it’s easily removed with alcohol. 

Getting There 
Stuart is about 40 miles north of 

West Palm Beach along Interstate 
95. If you are flying, you should fly 
into Palm Beach International Air-
port. The most economical way to 
get to the Ramada in Stuart is to use 
our SuperShuttle pool, which will 
allow several reunion attendees to 
share the cost of a shuttle.  

To use the pool, you must make 
arrangements in advance by calling 
Military Locator and Reunion Ser-
vice at (828) 256-6008. Do it as soon 
as you know your flight times.  

Anchor Party 
One, or maybe two, of the USS 

Rankin’s anchors are on public dis-
play in Stuart. One is under the 
Roosevelt Bridge, and the other is 
at, or will be at, the city marina.  

Time permitting, we will assem-
ble a working party to paint one of 
the anchors (or at least part of it), in 
memory of the many, many times 
that Rankin crewmembers painted 
it when the ship was alive. Photos 

production?   
Time permitting, we’ll visit the 

Florida Oceanographic Museum, 
known as a “nature lover’s Disney 
world.” Opened in 1994, the 44-acre 
site, surrounded by coastal ham-
mock and mangroves, is its own 
small ecosystem and serves as an 
outdoor classroom, teaching visi-
tors about the region’s flora and 
fauna. The main building features a 
salt water tank with a generous 
population of manta rays and other 
similar creatures. Visitors can have 
the safe, exciting, and unusual ex-
perience of feeding the manta rays 
by hand. It tickles. 

The city of Stuart has some in-
teresting attractions for us, too. The 
shopping district is charming and 
cars are not allowed, making for a 
safe and unusual shopping experi-
ence. For those who’d rather not 
walk, a free tram stops close to our 
hotel.  

Adventurous travelers can rent 
Segway personal transporters and 
take a little ride around the city.  

Memorials 
This special reunion will feature 

several memorial presentations. We 
will place an underwater wreath, 
and possibly an underwater flag, at 
the site of the Rankin’s sinking. 
Details haven’t been worked out 
yet, but we are hoping that the me-
morial will include the names of 
every crew member.  

We’ll also unveil a memorial 
brick in the walkway at the UDT-
SEAL museum, in honor of the 
many UDT men who rode the Ran-
kin during her lifetime. 

Finally, we’ll present an original 
USS Rankin bronze plaque to the 
city fathers of Stuart and Martin 
County, in honor of their efforts to  
honor, preserve and promote the 
memory of our ship.  

(Continued from page 1) 

Shipmates on Parade 
Melvin Munch enlisted in the Navy in 1944 

and went through communications training in 
Hawaii. In August, 1945, he landed with the 
Marines in the invasion of Okinawa. While on 
the beach and eating K rations, he said “I can 
bake better than this stuff, myself.” The C.O. 
overheard him, asked if he really meant what 
he said, and made Mel into a baker.  

After three months on Okinawa, he got 30 
days of rehabilitation leave in the states, then 
spent six months as the Rankin’s baker as he 
headed toward discharge and home. His apple 
turnovers are fondly remembered by many of 
his former shipmates. 

After the Navy, Mel returned to Louisiana 
and became a Master Plumber.   

Melvin and Melanie celebrated their 62nd 
anniversary on September 25, 2008. They have 
three children, four grandchildren (one a USAF 
major), and two great-grandchildren.  
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T 
he articles in this section are reprinted from a February, 1959 issue of The Gator, PHIBLANT’s official newspaper. 

The issue commemorates the seventeenth birthday of the Amphibious Forces. Back then, gators couldn’t spell “role.” 
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  Powerball! 
The next USS Rankin Lottery 

Pool runs from November through 
January. A $25 contribution will 
get you a share of the winnings for 
26 draws in the lottery. (The Pool 
will use some of its future winnings 
to pay for the extra draw.)  

There are 64 players in the cur-
rent pool, up from 55 in the last 
one. We play every drawing in the 
multistate Powerball lottery. Draw-
ings are held every Wednesday and 
Saturday, with a minimum cash 
jackpot of $7.5 million, and a maxi-
mum in the hundreds of millions. 

Other winnings can range from 
$3.00 to $200,000, depending on the 
tickets we hold. Because we have so 
many players, we win at least one 
prize every week. Our biggest win 
so far was $100. If we win a Jackpot 
or other substantial prize, we’ll di-
vide the money equally among all 
the players, with one share going to 
The USS Rankin Association. (If 
we get lucky, stand by for a truly 
special reunion!)  

The chance of winning a jackpot 
is pretty slim, but it’s a LOT of fun 
to play. Each player gets a list of all 
our numbers, so he or she can 
check for winners on the Internet. 
Skip Sander checks for them, too, 
and keeps a list on the USS Rankin 
web site. There’s also a lot of other 
info up there. You can see it all at: 
www.ussrankin.org/lottery.htm 

You can even win money after 
the pool is over. When the Jackpot 
gets over $100 million or so, we 
buy extra tickets out of our past 
winnings. If one of those tickets is a 
big winner, we will divide the 
money among all those who have 
ever played in one of our pools. 

If you’d like to play in the No-
vember through January pool, send 
$25 for 26 drawings to USS Rankin 
Lottery Pool, 153 Mayer Dr., Pitts-
burgh, PA 15237. All money must 
be received by Saturday, November 
1. Make checks payable to USS 
Rankin Lottery Pool #5.   

The Rankin Times was a newspaper published on the ship in 1958-59. The 
editor was Glenn I. Moyer, SK3. This is from Volume 1, #3, of 31 July 1958. 
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Vet’s Salute 
Though it’s not yet officially 

authorized, more and more veterans 
are rendering a hand salute when 
the National Anthem is played or 
on other ceremonial occasions. 

It is not necessary to be in uni-
form or to be wearing a cover. Just 
stand at attention and salute.  

All members are encouraged to 
salute at our reunion ceremonies, 
but you’re welcome to do it “the 
old way” with your right hand over 
your heart if you’d like.  

The bill to authorize this prac-
tice was passed unanimously in the 
Senate, and is awaiting action in the 
House. You can follow its progress 
and see a list of cosponsors here: 

http://www.govtrack.us/congress/

bill.xpd?bill=h110-3380 

If you favor this bill, ask your 
congressman to support it.  
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For Our Departed Shipmates 
This rousing song was sung in the Navy for years, usually during war-

time when death was a constant companion. Today, some reunion groups 
sing it to honor those who are no longer with them, and to acknowledge 
the mortality of the many who remain. 

We are arranging for it to be performed at our upcoming reunion. If all 
goes well, we hope to sing along. If you’re at all musical, now is the time to 
get into practice.  


